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crT HE GOVERNMENT OF Gop 1s ONE 4S 


AND INDIVISIBLE. 


6s Whether it be right, in the sight of God, 
to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge 
ye. Adis, iv. 19.” 

“ When the righteous are'in authority the 
people vejcice ; but when the wicked beareth rule 


the people mourn, Prov. xxix. 2.” 
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DEDICATION, 


To the greateft political character, the 
moft undifguifed and independent advocate 
of the original rights of men, the moft be- 
neficent friend of the human family and moft 
genuine republican, as a public character, at 
this time known in the world; (unto whom, 
as an active inftrument in the hand of Al- 
mighty God, our country is greatly indebted 
for that equitable toleration which has open- 
ed adoor for the publication of the prefent 
fentiments of ** Zhe Political Church.” ) His 
Excellency Thomas ‘Fefferson, now President of 
the United States of America, the following, 
neceflary work, is moft humbly infcribed : 


By one who efteems it his privilege 
to {ubfcribe himfelf a member 
of the CHURCH or GOD, 
AND CITIZEN OF THE WORLD. 
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IMPERIAL RUDIMENTS, &c. 


Rupmentr I. 
Of genuine sovereignty, and the true sovereign. 


The light of the divine 

word sheweth, 

No 1. That there is one Deity and none 
other but he, that is to fay, but one GOD 


or true divinity only, for all men to ob and 
worthip; that this Go l, though volte L of 
communicable attributes, eternal properties, 


and unchanging perfections, is not compofed 
of parts and paflions; nor yet 1s he confined 
to any local, or perfona! firuation like unto 
men, but is fimply ONE Omaiprefent and 
indivifible {pirit; the only true fovereign of 
arational world and _ only fountain of all 
real authority and fovereignty, (political as 
well as fpiritual) to be acknowledged by 
chriftians. 

No. 2. That all men are divinely bound 
to yield fubmiffion and reverence to this fo- 
vereign in preference to every other, and to 
acknowledge no other king; but, as loyal 
fubjects of the government and empire of 
God, to difavow and renounce allegiance to 
all other governments, authorities and Po- 
tentates, and openly to yield and declare alle- 
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giance to the Lord alone; who is the only 
king oi faints and proper fovereign of the 
whole earth. 

No. 3. That the felf-exiftent and immu- 
table divinity cannot be feen, knewn, or 
eonce ved of, by creatures, any other way 
than zs te is exprefled in visible agency, 
: the gofpel was not defigned, 
ne, to ater the original plan 


> make its require- 


vernrient 


more ecalily alicertained an clearly 
ftood. 
io. 5. That the moft eminent part of all 
ible age ncy isthe Lord Jefus Chri ft, and 
that as the eternal divinity is effenti ally the 
| of Chrift, even fo hath he ordained the 
Jefus Chrift to be the bead over all other 


under. 


y unto the church or empire of Ged. 
That he Deity, in or- 
ation of himfelf 
rmment, in the exer- 
tion of hi iovercignty, 
velt (or poi is) this = 
, is own vifi ble ape a wit! 
is of divine authority, in heaven § 
the earth, that lo, by him, or through § 


his ageacy, the fame mi ight be familiarly ad- 





RuDIMENTS. 181 


miniftered to men inthe natural world, and 
that the authority of God might, in this way 
be the more fully and clearly difplayed. 

No. 7. That the true fpirit and principles 
of the divine government, has been clearly 
mace evident to the world, by the doétrines 
and difpofition expreffled towards mankind in 
the life and converfation of Jefus Chrift in 
the earth while in flefh. 

No. 8. That the only true God makes 
himfelf known to his creatures no other wa} 
than by a familiar dilplay of his communica- 
ble attributes, by an illufiration of the true 
nature of his Constituent properties, and by a 
clear exhibition ani untelcing of the true 
principles of his ima.utable government. 

No. 9. That it is by fornmi g a correct and 
familiar acquaintance with these only, we fhall 
ever be abie to become truly acquainted with 
the natural rigats of men and of the proprie- 
ty and Jultice there isin contending for them 5 
aod that an ignorance of ¢fese, In every age, 
has been the only caute of the prevalence of all 
bondage and opprefiion in the human fami- 
ly 

RupiMentT UW, 
Of ge nuine governnient. 
T be light of the 
word sheweth, 
No. 1. That there is b {cience 
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of genuine government in exiftence, whereby 
all the individual and -national concerns of 
men, {piritual and temporal, fhould be regula- 
ted ; whereby aloneand only the political, as 
wel! as {piritua!, rights and welfare of men can 
poflibly be permanently fecured, and for the 
azdminiftration or exiflence of which there is 
any real, or proper, authority. 

No. 2. That this government is founded 
in the authority of heaven ;—that unto this 
alone, before God, all men are Amenable ;— 
that as fubjeéts of this government only all 
muft be accountable to God in the day of 
judgement, and that by this alone will every 
man be Juftified or condemned before the 
jucgment feat at the great aflize. 

No. 3. That this Science is the true govern- 
ment of God, is tiriétly divine, and is compo- 
fed of the felf exiftent princip’es of infinite 
propriety. That all the principles of the 
divine government are firitly moral, and per- 
feétly confiftent with the character of God ; 
and that all moral principles are eternal and 
immutable. 

No, 4. That inthis divine fcience is con- 
tained every truce governing principle that is 
in any cegree requifite for the complete rezu- 
lation of all tie privace and public, individu: 
al and national, {piri ual and temporal coacerns 
of the whole world. 

No 5. That whereas all true governing 
priuciples are moral, cternal and immutable, 
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there can be no fuch thing as devifing or 
making zeny of the principles of genuine law, or 
true government 3 that thercfore, the preroga- 
tives of !e;.iflacicn, or making of laws, cannot 
belong to man and all human I oe mutt 
be unneceilary and altogether improper ; muft 
be repugnant to divine pr-nciples ‘id evi+ 
dently inconfiftent with genuine chriftiani- 
ty. 
No. 6. That alllaws, or governing prin-~ 
ciples, devifed or made by men are calculated 
only to wage war with, counteract, add unto, 
or make void the immutable Laws of heaven ; 
and therefore, mu(t be an abomination in the 
fight of God. ‘That errors in government, or 
political corruptions, are the chief caufes of all 
olitical vices among men, 

No. 7. Thatall the fundamental principles 
of evangelical religion are comprifed in the di- 
vine and immuta‘le government, and that the 
whole vifible practice of all true religion fim. 
ply confifts in doing good unto men, agreeably 
to the directions of heaven, as declared to the 
world in the government of God. 

No. 8. Thata real fidelity and true obes 
dience unto the divine government, is the only 
allegiance we owe to God, and the only reli- 
gion and holinefs taught in the facred {erip- 
tures 

No g- That by the difpenfation called 
the Millennium. weareto underfland “ The 


reign of GOD by visible agency in the natural 
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‘s world ;” or in other words, * The age of 
true science ;” wherein the fovereignty of God, 
as exprefled in his immutable government, 
wil! be adminiftered to the natural world in 
general, by agency vifible to men in the 
fiefh, 

No. 10, That, bythe general judgement 
of the world, we are to underftand the gene- 
ral adminiftration and execution of real and 
univeifal equity, whereby the judgements of 
God will be made manifefi ; that is to fay, the 
general adminifiration and execution of the 
divine government in the natura! world, by the 
agency of the faints, under the direétions and 
influence of Chrift, in fuborcination to God; 
whereby the kingdoms of this world will be 
conflituted the kingdom of our God and ot bis 
Chrift. and J«hovah wiil be made known and 
acknowledged among mento be the kiug and 
only king of the whole earth. 


No. 11. That the time has at length come 
for the removing ot thole laws that are thaken, 
as of things which have been devifed and 
made, in order ihat thefe immutabie laws, 
which cannot be fhaken, which have net been 
deviled or made, may remain. 


No. 12. That all human governments 
may be confidered as fo many attempts to ‘up- 
plant and r.val God, and an open rctulal of nis 
autuorily. 





RUDIMENTS, 
Rupimert III. 


Of the general and original righ ts of men. 


The lig ht of the divine 
; ] y 
word shewetl, 
No. 1. Thatall men by nature are bre- 
thren, the children of one common and divine 


' 
Gi 


parent, and equally alike near and dear to that 
parent, and therefore, as fuch, by birth, enti- 
tled to an equal fhare in the divine friendthip ; 
and of courfe, in all cafes, toequal rights and 
equal privileges ; and that thefe rights or privi- 
leges can be forfeited from no man but by his 
own mifconduct. 

No. 2. ‘That life, liberty, the poffeffion of 
property, independence, and purluit of happi- 
nefs, are the native, equal, and inalienable 
rights of all men ; that it is the incumbent and 
important duty of all, who enjoy thefe rights, 
to purfue every poflible juft means, in behalf 
of the oppretied, who may be deprived of them, 
whereby all cthers may be brought into the 
complete enjoyment of them alio; and that 
it isthe equal duty of all, who may be depriv- 
ed of them, in behalf of themfelves and their 
offspring, to purlue every poflible juft method 
in vindication of thofe rights until every ob- 
firuction is removed entirely out of the way 
and the whole human family may be reftored 
to the complete and unmoilefted pofleflion of 
their original inheritance. 
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No. 3. That for any kind ot Agency to 
oppofe and refift any man-or combination of 
men engaged in the equitable purfuit and Vin- 
dication of the Original rights of men as in- 
dividuals or of Society, is not only a wicked de- 
parture from the righteous principles of the 
divine government, but a wilful refifting and 
waging war with God. 

No. 4. That the right of the flave, in 
America, to his freedom and independence is 
original, divine, and inalienable, aright found- 
ed in the eternal principles of immutable truth 
and Juftice ; but, that the right of his nominal 
Mafter to hold him, as his property, in flavery, 
is not original, inalienable or divine ; but arti- 
ficial on/y, a right founded in the infernal prin- | 
ciples of falfhood and injuftice. 

No. 5. That the flave therefore, agreea- | 
bly to the genuine principles of the divine go- | 
vernment, the conftitution of the United States, | 
and Bill of rights, has a much better right 
to claim and unmoleftedly poflefs hfs liberty | 
and independence, on demand, without price | 
or purchafe, than his pretended Mafter has 
to retain him one moment in flavery, or to 
claim him as %is legal property. 

i Is genuine government defigned 
Query ; and calculated to proteét and fecure 

the rights of men, or to bereave men 
of their rights, and to promote and pro- 
teét the principles and practice of op- 
preffion and injuftice ? 
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RupiMent IV 





Of practical religion and government tn connete 
Bia 






The light of the divine 
word sheweth, 

| No. 1. That true government, (called po- 

| licy) and genuine religion cannot be faperated, 

) but that the praéice of all true religion cons | 
» fifts in doing good unto the objeéts of God’s 

| friendfhip, viz. our fellow men, particularly 

thofe in diftrefs and in a needy fituation ;— 

that all true governing principles (commonly | 
§ called politics) are contained in the true chris- 

} tion religion ;—that the weightier matters of 

§ the divine government, are judgment, mercy 

fand fidelity, (or faith) that is, to do juftly, 

to Jove mercy,*and to walk humbly with 

God ; that the whole is fulfiled in doing unto 

Ball menas we might, in like circumftances, reas 

4 sonably require them to do unto us ; and that 

| the true devotion which the Lord hath chofen, 

and required of man, isto loofe the bands of 
wickednefs, to undo the heavy burdens, to let 
the opprefied go free, and that we break every 
yoke ;—to deal our bread to the hungry and 
that we bring the poor (both white and black) 
who are ca{ft out to our houfe ;—when we fee 
the naked that we cover him, and that we 
phide not ourfelves from our own ficfh ;— 
that we draw out our fouls to the hungry and 
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fatisfy the afflicted foul. See If{ai Chap. Iviii. 
——That we vifit, by adminiftering comforts 
and necefiary fupp!fes unto, the widow and fa- 
therleis in their affi¢tion and that we keep 
ourlelves unfpotted frem the world. 


No. 2. That this is pure religion and us- 
defiled before God ; that the practice of true 
holinefs fimply con{it's in doing good unto man 
kind, in relieving the opprefled and in doing 
all that isin our power to make individuals 
and fociety at large free and happy 


«? This is a facrifice more pleafing and 
acceptable to God than all the ceremonial and 
elemental forms which men are capable of 
performing. 


“ gave me meat 3—1 was thirfly, and ye gave 


This is the very religion which J 
our Saviour brings into view, at the Judgment J 
feat, when he fays ** I was an hungred, and ye § 


“me drink ;—I1 was a flranger, and ye took me | 


ss in; Naked, and ye clothed me ;—I1 was fick, 


6 ye vifited me ; —1 was in prifon, and ye came 
6 unto me.” 


“© Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of thet 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 


me, tee Matth. xxv. 35, 36.—40.” 
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RupIMENT V, 


Of a defensive resistance, and the propriety 
thereof. 

The light of the divine 

word /he weth, 

No. 1. ‘Tuat a defenfive refiftance for 
every man equally alike, white and black, 
not by way of retaliation or of rendering evil 
for evil, but, in vindication of his native and 
inalienable rights, even unto death, when 
thofe rights cannot be otherwife vindicated 
and detended, is ftrictly lawtul, equitable and 
right before God, and highly juftitiable before 
jutt men ; and therefore, not at all criminal or 
cen{urable, but perfectly juft and truly confift- 
ent with divine principles and with the true 
{fpirit of the divine government; which cons 
fiders every man, as a child of nature, equal- 
ly alike free and entitled to equal rights and 
equal privileges in the proper enjoy.uent of 
his original inheritance. 

No. 2. That for any government to crimi- 
nate and put a white or black man to death 
without a juft caufe, that is to fay, without be- 
ing guilty of criminal condutt, is as ftrictly 
murder as if any individual had in cool blood, 
without any jut caule for provocatioa, wil- 
fully and violently taken the life of another 
individual, 


U 
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No. 3. That the force of government be- 


_ 
i v on tue fide and } in favo ir of any betrayer 


or murderer who might be vile enough to have 
an active hand in fuch wieked and crue! maf- 
facre, rendcrs the violence thus committed 
on the fufterer not leis but rather more cri- 
mina! in its nature. 


No. 4 Theat therefore, it will of neceffity 


. 


«4 


foliow, that our innocent African brethren 
who were concemned and hanged at Rich- 
mond, in Virginia, for only attempting to 
obtain their rights (without fo much as doing 
perfonal violence to any man, whilea BURR, 
by the force of mone} y and taife as gency, was 
cleared) were cruelly murdered ; and that all 
who were active in that atrocious crime were 
firiétly murderers and for that inhuman and 
et to be tried at 
mpartial Judge. 


1! } 
ubmequalied a? remain 


t 
‘ 
« 
’ 
4 


Eee or eis] kh 
eel Wbivpalrilai bar b yefore aii 
+ 


No. 5. That the blood of the murdered» 
who were as precious in the fight of God as 
if they had ve white, like Abel’s crieth 
ail Raid 9 againtt he murderers and againft an un- 
godly Tenens for vengeance 3 nor will 

: a 
divine juftice leave that oppreficd people (the 
ifed and friendlefs Atricans) loag with- 
outa remedy. 

No. 6 That it muft be as righteous and 


! r 


as juliiable before God for a black man as it 
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‘s for a white man to contend with feverity] 








+ ¢* va | ead f ¢ at wate inh nN 74 
t{ Candid readcr, if thefe fentiments fhoull 
> ! " * M « ‘ 
+ “<7 . © 
onend Vy ee ee try, as ticije 
é 
Cc e nan, \ 1oult prenpoieiuwton OFr preju Ge 
1 é& a ire] 1 for 
to Te Ci i; » .. eee ewes — 1 ft I i in fr i 
} pa - ae j 
youl! iii 4 CAC Lio?’ LLU diaS tO your 
“A 7 * . , 
i > + eye : ’ , , . 
il ivC * i ‘ UT] . nN sit I i 4 ‘ hii L ; 
. ‘ 
lituation and 2 exactiy In your fi 9 
4 ¢ 
! } ~ + 1 - 
< oe : i ‘ AiVeT a ec Ca¥ 
. ’ 5 14 
to afk an impartial heart w er 1 vould 
{.14 } cl . ’ ' 
not : € i tore G l 
, , } le y f } « 
‘ i J ail Vil \ y Ly i 
, ars é 
C v¥ J id not VV ’ li ‘} CC i ; ue I f 
: 7 se ‘ a. . sland a x ‘ ; 
deaths, ratner ) mt yourie:.dr to Le 


wretched fituation of becoming the perpetual 
2 A 
{lave ere int rior r Wa Sif Of V ( ‘ heoro 
ef pecial! ly ou Knew, at the lame time, that by 
. ae a a. _s7° i ies . . 1 . 
fuch a bale UUM! yn,—-D iucii an ls AVVUIC TCe# 
. : rn 7rV17 . lite wrt ‘ | suaslee 
fiznation of your rights you was not only gui! 


of making a cowardly facr fice — your own 
orl posipaheritance and moft valuable bleflines, 
2 $ 
but, that by fo doing you was equally guilty 
of | perfidiou ily confiyning your pofterity to 
the fame wv re ; dilemmas! would you not 
. 


rather be reacy to cry out unto tho 

might be enga ae with you, contending in bat- 

‘for your rights, ** fight on my brethren, and 
VY . a 

‘* choofe death rather than flavery ! remem- 

ber, the good caufe in which we are engog 


“¢ is liberty | is the vindication of our rights | 
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even unto blood for his original and inaliene- 
ble sights; and that for any man or combi- 
nation of men violently to bereave a black 
man of his original inheritance and to retain 
him in perpetual flavery muft be a crime of 
ai equal magnitude, in the eye of divine juftice, 
A ~ gs for any man or combinat.on of men violently 
to bereave a white man of his original inheri- 
tance and to retain him in perpetual flave- 
ry 


RupiMeEntT VI. 
Of slavery, and the impropriety thereof. 


The light of the divine 

word sheweth, 

Wo. 1. That death is to be prefered te 
flavery, and that theretore, to rob a man of 
bis freedom and to retain him for lite ia 


ae 


SE I 


let us Jetermine manfully to pain our liberty, 


—— Ce. Oe ee a 


« to fecure the riglits, the original inheritance 


PASO. 


“of our'cfiisprire, or cie in purfuit of § f 
*« them ; let us mect death in preference to § ¢ 

flavery ! let us have liberty or die. Liberty 
‘4 or death ! liberty or death ! liberty or death!" 





pa 








? 






RvupIMENTS. 






















flavery is worfe than to rob him of his life ;+ 
that any government which in its nature is 
calculated to countenance, fupport, juftify, 

and protect, manftealing, murder, fraud, the 

worft kind of public robbery, and a great 

variety of the moft vicious cruelties and op- 
preflions, fuch as are infeparably connected 

with flavery, cannot te of God but muft be 

of the devil; and therefore, not obligatory 

or binding on the fubje€t; except it might be | 
from the devil on the subjeéts of his kingdom. 

No. 2. That fuch a government mufi be un- 
righteous and in its true nature oppofed to the 

nature of God, and no lefs calculated to wage 

war with every principle of the divine govern- 

ment; can be confidered nothing leis than 

a wicked invafion on the native rights ot in« 


_~-~+ + 








~~ eee 


certain country, where I] may fell it a flave 

of § for life, I will cure it; otherwife, it may 
 » 

di 


f + To realize this, fuppofe a tender parent 
“ had a little child who lay a dying and there 
t chanced to be prefenta ftranger, who had it 

) fully in his power tocure the child and would 
_  § fay unto the parent, * on condition you will 
_ | tell that child to me and put it fully in my 
y | power to take it with me acrofs the feas, to a 
ice § 


to came , ; 
Which of the two evils, may we fuppofe, 


would be the choice of a tener and rational 
parent ? furely death in preference to flavery. 
2 


rly 
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d.vicuels ard of fociety in gereral, and fuch 

as every man of intey 

to rencunce aad bear public tc ftimony againft. 
No. 3. ‘That the agency of fuch’ govern. 


rite is divinely bound 


J 

ment, in ccurntenancing « ¢C fupportine fuch 
abominations (after prcoicfling to be the ad- 

'* ; 5 
vocates and puaraians of tne propies r this) 
> i , 

lacy {j == L af } t ro ce nine meetin ee ee 
DY uci breach Or that conn ne V nm thé 


public had placed in them, fuopefing them to 
be men of virtue, have fo feited their right 
to public confidence any lonyer, have put it 
entirely out of the power of every fai-:hful 
and juft man to place any further confidence 
in them as guardians of fociety, as the triends 
of man, as the advocates of truth and juftice, 
as the votaries of morality, or as men who 

not (by the {ame unjutt pris cip les they 
have already manitefted) if they had it equally 
in their power, countenance the robbing 


enflaving of us all, and a the fame unrighte- 
ous principles betray and fell our country. 


No. 4 . Lhat for a free and enlight ened 
ople ze intruft their moft valuable rights 

vith, or in the bands of, fuch perfidious 
characters any longer would be quite incon- 
ent with found reafon and repugnant to 
common tenie. 

No. 5. Tinat if the pretended mafter of 
any flave is juttly entitled to the payment of 
the full price of fuch flave before he may go 
free, then every flave (on the ground of true 


repudiicanifm) mui be as juitly entitled to 
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the nowment of the ful! rrice of al} he lahour 
by him oertormed after he is twenty o7 rs 
of ase before his nom.nail matier can be out 
ot his Aebt. 

No 6 That if a | os incufiricus white 
man is juilily entitled to 3000 dollars for the 
faithful labour ef 30 ycars, then a black man 
muit be as yuttie entitled to the fame price 


for an equai pe:formance of labour ; and for 
governrinent to velit any man or con bit ation 
of men with power to deprive the black man 
of this right, of this property, of this his 
equitable due and at the fame time to retain 
him in flavery, is putting it in the power of 
an opprefior, of an unjuit and cruel man, not 
only to robthe opprefied black man of 3000 
dallars but of that alfo which is of much 
greater value to him, his freedom and indepen- 
cance and perhaps of his wife and children, 
with many other precious privileges which 
are infeparab! ly connected with liberty. 

No. 7. ‘That for any man to countenance 
fuch finfuland oppre flive government is clear. 
ly manifefting himfelf*to be a traitor to God 


and locizty. 


RUDIMENT VII. 
Of hidden designs and impositions in false 
agency, effecled by false government. 
The lig os of the divine 
word shewe th, 


No. 1, That ‘for the agency of any gov. 
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ernment, fo to arrange the laws and affairs of 
that government, as to place ail the mofi ad- 
van'agegus and important benefits: of the 
country within the reach of a few rich and 
moneyed men only, but entirely out of the 
reach and power of the common citizen and 
poor of the land, is an undeniable evidence 
that fuch agency is combined, by an union 
of carnal intereft, with the -rich, to fecure 
the wealth and power of the ccuntry in the 
hancs of ufvrpers and to enflave the poor. 

No. 2. That their fecret determinations are, 
by degrees, as {peedily 2s may be, toeftablifh 
a hidden ariftocracy and by the gnfluence of 
the moft valuable, permanent a increafing 
property and commanding and certain wealth 
in the country, by art fecured to themfelves, 
to engrofs the power and ufurp the rights of 
the common pcople and thus to render the 
poor fubfervient to their hidden purpcfes, in 
the promotion of the exclufive intereft and 
power of therich;—by rendering the poor 
and common citizens tenants, by preventing 
them of a fituation otf indepedence and by 
placing them ina {tate of dependence on their 
opprefiors. 

No. 3. That in order to prevent thefe 
evils and to guard again{ft fuch inequalities 
and cppreflions every poor man, in a new 
country where there is a plenty of unoccupied 
land (as isthe cafe in Ameiica) ought, with- 
out price or purchale, to be placed in the com 
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plete pofleffion of his original eftate, viz. a fuf- 
ficient and comfortab!e freehold inheritance ; 
which is the native and inalienable right of 
every man 5 without which no man ever can 
be able to realize the fullfprivileges of true 
politica! freedom, independence, or genuine ree 
publicani{m. 

No. 4. That this free and independent 
fituation, with all the privileges of citizenfhip, 
is the original inheritance unto which the e- 
quity of heaven, by birth, entitles every man 
and withholds f:om no man ;—that the earth is 
the Lord’s and the fulnefs thereot and that it is 
his good pleaiure to give it unto the children 
of men, for them equally to poffefs, occupy 
andenjoy. Nor is hein any degree partial in 
the ciltribution of this common and important 
beneiit. 


tT 


RupimenT VIII. 


fr ? ? — 2 fh a een "7 7 
Of truth as the only fountain of liberty, of falste 
7 7 , , . 
hood as the or ly cause of bondage, and of the three 


regular forms of human government. 


The light cf the divine 

avord shewetbh, 

No. 1. ‘That the true political, as well as 
{piritual, freedom of all men exifts and is 
founded in the eternal principles of immuta- 
ble truthand is exprefled in the perfect 
law ot liberty ; that a departure from thefe 
fixft and immutable principles is the only caule 
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ofall bondage, and that the only way any caa 
be reftored to their native rights, to the com- 
plete enjoyment of real freedom and indepen- 
dence, is by being brought into the complete 
pote fi on of eternal truth and by gaining a 
complete victory over all its enemies. 

Bo. a Thet the prevalence of falfehood, 
or belief ofa hie, isthe enly thing that keeps 
any in ial lage or holds any back from the’r 
original inheritance ; andthat the complete 
vigtory of truth over fzlfehood is the only 
thing that can make the world politically and 
ipirituai free. 

No. 3. ‘That there is no fuch thing as pere 
manent liberty to be obtained, nor yet a fys- J 
tem of principle es to be found, whereby the § 

































right its - men may be per manently fecured but 
ing der the reign and in the g 
3! one. 4 


No. 4. That there are but three regular 


overnment of God | 
§ 
¢ 
5 
‘ oe ' 
uman government in exitence, viz ; 


Monarchy, Aristecracy and Democracy ; and 


that what is generally underftood by republi- f © 
caniim, is but a compound, or mixture, of § © 
g/ as > a) en e 4 onl ‘ ' % » 
these three. In the firft ( Monarce/ y) a Lins le 


invividual is confidered as being veited with 918 
ublimited powers ; in the feconc bos stocr a y) 
a certain combination of incivicuals is confi- § 4! 
dered as being vefted with unlimited powers ; i 
——in the third ( Democracy } the per ople € at large if 
r 

e 

i 









are confidered as beir ng veite ‘a with unlimited 
powers, andall matters to be determined by 
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the voice of a majority. That the Agency of 
fuch a triple government mu't forever be un- 
der the necefli y of fl tiag out of the one into 
the other of thele three coattituent parts. 

No. 5. ‘That under a democracy the A- 
gency ot government is re'inced to the necefli- 
ty (in order to maintain their credit among the 
people) of editing not uncer the ir fluence of an 
- § independent priuciple of genuine goodnefs, but 
under the inflaence of the moft popular and 


; common opinion, which is often wrong, inju- 
d | rious to {cciety, and fubverfive of much good ; 

' and thus many of the moft innocent and en- 
-- | lightened citizens are greatly opprefled and in- 
.. ‘ jured by the ignorance and imprudent ambition 
st | Who are too often led, by improper in flnence, 
\d | evento oppofe their own moit valuable rights 


and to vindicate the pernicious defigns of the 
moft intriguing oppreflor. ‘That this lays a 
reai ground for much difcontent among the 
f mo(t valuable citizens and {fo prevents the 
f tranquility of the people and permanency of 
| the government. 
' No. 6. That Aristocracy and Monarchy are 
‘4, | in their nature much more pernicious and 
cy) | fuverfive of the liberty and weifare of men 
afte and open a {till greater door for impofition and 
oppreilion ;—and that therefore, neither of 
the three are to be chofen or approved by the 
ted g truly enlightened citizen. os: bia) 
No. 7, ‘That the power of every individual 


- | of the credulous and fhort figited multitude ; 
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end of the people at large, which together 
m.ke up the general body of fociety, ought to 
be culy limited, end that the immutable laws 
of heaven compofe the only {cience of genuine 
goverment proper to ix and eftablifh the due 
limits, 

“No. 8 That the moment any man or com- 
bination of men prefunes to preferibe human 
liniits hat moment there is a departure trom 
equality, an afluming of fuperiority and a 
right to make laws for others to (ubmit theme 
felves unto; which is but a certain degree of 
Monarchy or Ariftocracy. 


RRDIMENT IX. 


Of Idolatry and superstition, as the only ground 
and jupport of all false government, 


The light of the divine 

word sheweth, 

No. 1. Thatall errors in government are 
but the offspring of an igaorance of the fupreme 
good and that idolatry and fuperftition, which 
have been occafioned by falfe ideas of the 
nature, character and government of Ro 
compofe the only ground and fupport of all 
political corruptions in every nation ; and that 
therefore, correct ideas of the nature, char- 
acter, and government of gol are rfiatters of 
the firit importance unto “all people, as well 
for the political as ipiritual benefit of man- 
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kind. 
No. 2. That the prefent exifting govern- 


ments, of the feveral nations of the earth, are 
‘chiefly made up of a collection of extracts ta- 
ken from the four Monarchies and in a degree 
modeled after them ; and therefore, are all 
of them, in a greater or les degree, contaminas 
ted with the various kinds of filth which have 
originated in and proceeded from the four 
beafts and are not of God, but have iflued 
forth from a corrupt fountain, where a cor- 
rupt or fabulous, Theology laid the foundation 
and afforded the fupport of a corrupt, or fa- 
bulous, government, 

No. 3. That all deviations, in government 
from the immutable government of God are 
political corruptions ; which, in their nature, 
ani oppoted to the liberty, peace, fafety and 
common welfare of fociety. That there can 
be no fuch thing as genuine republicanifm 
feparate from the government of God; which, 
in all cafes, fecures the equal rights of every 
icitizen, the equal intereft and happinets of 
all ; fo as mone may be excluded, excepting 
thofe only, who, by wilful rebellion, exclude 
themfelves, 




















Rupiment X 
Of the proper office and work of the true 
Agency of genuine governinen, 
Tbe light of the divine 
word sheweth, 
No. 3. ‘hat the proper office of the true 
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agency of genuine government is, not to devi 
or make laws for men, becaufe the prerogaq 
tives of legiflation do not belong to creatures, 
and becaufe the eternal and immurable law 
of God are in themfelves fully fufficient for 
the compiete regulaticn ofall human affairs, 
but that the only bufinefs of the true agency 
_ of the divine government, in connection wit 
the people at large, is to afcertain, bring fairly 
into public view, render intelligible, and make 
evident to the citizens univerially thcfe eter- 
nal and immuteble principles, thole divine gov 
erning principles, which together compofe 
e:nuine Law ; in order that the fame may be 
tru'y edm nifiered and duly executed agreeabl 
to thecoenfent and general will of the peo- 
ple. ; 
No. 2. That when the Law fthall gop, 
forth of Zion, twleve, or at fartheft twenty 7 
four, Elders, asthe fervants cf the nation, in} 
the agency at helm for the whole United 
States of America, will be as fufficient to pro 
muigate the divine government as the great 
multitude which are now placed at helm are 

to promulyate the government cf the beaft ; 
which will occafion much lets expcnce to the 
country ; and that then the rights of the-citi 
zens will not be fold in order to defray an un 
necellary expence. } 

No 3. ‘That the Agency ofa Democracyg 

in order to fecure the countenance of thei 
conilitusmts, cannet act upon true republicangl, 
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ground, but are always under an abfolute 
pneceffity of acting in fubcrdination tothe molt 
popular opinion, be that opinioa right or 
| wrong. 

| Rupimenr Xf. 


Of the conformity of God to the princi les 


his own government, 


The light of the divine 
word sheweth, 
No. 1. ‘That it is impoffisle for God, in 
‘lany of his proceedings towards the fabjeéts of 
his government, to act, Aimself, in any degrees 
repusnant to -what in his owa law h: requires 


“Olof them, or contrary to the truz fpirit and 
principles of that ‘govern nent ; but that, ia 
all cafes, he will do unto his creatures as he 

M'Yiwould they fhould do unto him was he equal- 


ily ia the'r power and deoea lant on them as 


are in his power and dependant oa 


2. That the whole Law of God 
breathes forth this principle from God towards 
ll his rational and intelligent creation, That 
herefore, in imitation of this divine principle 
God, all men are required fo to conduétto 

ards each other. 
No. 3. That the Laws of heaven require} 
Y¥Mothing of mea more than is really neceflary 
pr the promotion and fecurity of their own 
rclfare, and reftrain men from thofe things 
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only which are caleulated todo them an inju- 
ry; fo that it isno lefs the intereft than it is 
the duty of every man to yield an unreferved 
obedience tothe divine government. 


RupimMenr XI. 


OF treachery to the cause and kingdom of Im. 
manuel. 


T he light of the divine 
evord sheweth, 

No 1. That whereas the only true reli- 
gion which the Lord requireth of man and the 
only holmef$ taught in the facred {criptures, 
whereby men may bSeome qualified to fee God 
and enjoy the plealures of his eternal king- 
dom, wholly confift in a voluntary and unre- 
ferved obedience to the divine government 

ereas all fin and rebeilion againft God 
moprifed in a refufal of and difobecience 
unto this holy government, it will evidently 
follow that for any man, knowingly, to coun- 
tenamee, Or eccece unto, any government 
which in ite principles is found to be evi- 
dentiy fepugnant to the principles of the di- 
vine government and which in Hs nature is 
calculated to wage war with the government 
of God, muft be treachery and criminal be- 
fore the Lords; and can be nothing fhort of 
taking part with the b.aft anid his votaries 
the enemies of the true Potentate; and {q 
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proving cither an open and avowed adverfary 
or wilfal traitor to the caufe and kingdom of 
Immanuel. 

No, 2. That no church or religious fociety 
of people, while guilty of fuch conduct and 
continuing to countenance fuch crime, have 
any right to look for {piritual profperity or 
the {miles of heaven. 

No, 3. That all men are divinely bound 
to acknowledge the divine and no other fo- 
vereignty ;—the divine and no other authori- 
ty;—-the divine and no other government, 

‘That as Samuel judged Ifrael by adminifter- 
ing the goverament of God to men in the 
ficth even fo thall the faints, under Chrift, 
judge the world, 


RupiMent XIII, 


Of the self existence and immutability of right 
principles and the rights of men; and of the 
smmpropriety of uniting with any ageicy to op» 
pose them. 


The light of the divine 
word sheaweth 
1. That the principles ef right or the 
native rights of men, are things which ecan- 
not be inven J, deviled, or made by humaa 
art or wildo u, nor yet: by the molt extended 
willom of the moft c evaied creatures; but 
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do really exift by natural neceffity in and of 
themfelves, indepen ent of invention or know]. 
edge; in their own nature they are immuta- 
ble and only remain to be difcovered, made 
evident to al!, brought into due operation 
and vindicated. 

No. 2. That therefore, the proper bufinefs 
cf the true agency of government cannot be 
to invent or make right principles, nor yet to 
cevife, compofe, or make the rights of the 
people ; but rather diligently to apply their 
attention to the means apponte: of God 
whereby they may difcover, or find out, what 
is right, and what are the native rights of 
the people. 

No. 3. That whatever principles in any 
government may be ealeulatec to countenance, 
or protect, any kind of agency or power in 
oppofing or preventing the happy effects of 
right principles in fuciety, orin the ungodly 
act of withholding any of the children of God 
or family of man from the full and complete 
enjoyment of their original rights, muit in 
their nature be unrighteous and equally oppose 
fed to the nature ot God and true morality, 
and iuchas ought to be difcountenanced and 
oppoied by every righteous citizen, 

No. 4. ‘That a truly rightecus man can- 
not be conten: in the permanert tecurily mere- 
ly cf his own rights, but tne prevailing dis- 
pofition of his fuul muft be fueh as continual. 
ly inducss him .o purlue every pothole jutt 
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means whereby all others of his fellow men may 
be placed ina like fituation of equal fre-dom, 
independence, and happinefs with himfelf. 

No. 5 That it is impoffible for a truly 
juft men, knowingly and voluntarily, to join 
with, abet, countenance or affift any man or 
combination of men in oppofing, refifting or 
fighting egaint the manifctt, equitable, and 
native rights of any part cf the human fa- 
mily ; but that, on thecontrary, every man of 
real integrity muft feel himfelf divinety bound 
to engage, with all his powers, on the fide and 
in bebalf cf the opprefled againft the oppreffor 
in vindication of the original rights of his fel- 
low men. 

cf Imperioufnefs, Luxury, and Idlenefs, 
the three predominant vices of Sodom, are the only 
fundamental obfiacles which now ftand in the 
way, to prevent the f{peedy reception and ac- 
miniftration of the divine government in the 
natural world and-to impede the progrefs of 
equity after its Grft entrance among the peo- 


pie 
PostTscr irr. 


Now reader and hearer, the preceding Ru- 
diments, containing the principles and com- 
pofing the ground, on which we ftand and up 
on, which we act, the purpert will be k te 
with you judicioufly and impartially to inves- 
tigate and determine, whether the caule in 
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which we are engaged is end as ought toa be 
rejected and oppofed er received and vindicated, 
by the friendsof truth zn4 genuine morality. 
And Query, is it poffible for an enlightened 
and righteous people to lift up a hand again! 
us in the prefent work ? 

The time has come for the opening of the 
bottomlefs pit; by expofing the deep devices 
of false governmen:. 


‘s In the days of these oe shall the GOD ef 
heaven set up a kingdom Dan. ii..44. * fee 
Dan, vii.22. 


PRINCIPLES OF UNION AGREED ON BY THE 


POLITICAL CHURCH. 
“ The e judginen t shall sit, and th ey sh 
away bis Dominion. Dan. vii..26.’ 


t{t.. We aoree that this fociety of which, a3 
individuals, we profefs to be memb 
fhall be difineuitfhed and known 
men by the Tit/e, or Name, of © ¢ 
yiticaL Cuurcn; on * Empire 
GOD ” 

We coree to receive the thirteen 
ing Rudi: wents Entitled 6 Imperial Rude 
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ments, for the Halcyon and political Church 
introductory to the age of science ;” ascons 
taining, fo far, our religious and politi- 
cal principles, as compofing the ground 
on which we itand and upon whi ch we 
act, and ascomprifing the feptionee of 
the caufs in which we are engoged. 

We agree that the only reli gion to be 
required among us, as the condition of 
fellowfhip, fhall b- a practical obedience 
and fidelity to the government of God ; 
as darkly exprefled in the old Teitament, 
but more clearly exprefled and illuftrated 
by Jefus Chrift and his apofiles, iu the 
promulgation of the the golpel, as record- 
ed in the New. 

That it is not our bufinefs to enquire 
ny thing about the opinions of men, con- 
cerning any particular dodtrinal principles 
or outward modes of reli gious worfhip, 
as a condition of fellowfhip in the Em- 
pire; but th; 
confidered as p off fing in himfelf, or 


herfelf, an original right to believe and 


{peak as their own confcience, between 
{ 


' 


iemiclves and their God, may deters 
mine ; without being called in queition by 
man, 

We receive tle facred feriptures of the 
Oldand New teftaments as our proper 
Law book, confeffion ot faith and book 
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difcipline in the political church ; and as 
2 book containing all the found Ethics and 
good Government which are requifite for 
the complete regulation of all the {piritual 
and temporal concerns of the whole 
world. 

Notwithftinding, we do not confider 
ourfelves, in all cafes, confined to the 
mere letter of that valuable book, but to 
the general {rnfe, taking the whole toge- 
ther. 

. We agree that all difputes or differ- 
ences, civil and religious, which may 
happen through weaknefs, fallibility of 
judgment or oherwife among the mem- 
bers (when both parties are members) 
fhali be adjufted and determined in the 
church, by reference to an arbitration 
of 5 or7 members in good ftanding 
and of honeft report in the church ; 
to be chofen and appointed by the 
branch of the church where the cafe 
may happen. 
It is agreed by this church, as a body, that 
the ultimate defign of the formation and 
exiftence thereof, as a fpiritual and poli- 
tical combination, under Immanuel, by 
divine aid, is to bring the government 
and empire of God into vifible operation 
among men, to purfue every poffible juft 
means, as this body, under the dittates 
and influence of divine light may find 
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proper, whereby all manner of political 
corruptions and impofitions may be expo- 
fed detected and fupprefied throuzhout 
the world, to make evident and vindicate 
the origine! rights of all men (of every 
defcription) and, fo far as poffisly may 
be, to open a door fora complete and 
univerfal redrefs of all manner of prievan- 
ces abounding in every part of the hu- 
man family. And all the true members 
of this {piritual ani poiitical body do mu- 
tually and cordially agree, in the perfore 
mance of this important and n-ceflary 
work, in all cafes, to receive the URIM, 
which isthe character of God exprefled 
in Clrift, as the only Standard by which 
todetermine the truth and propriety 
of every matter under coniideration 
to be reccived, and that every thing 
which may be foun! repugnant to thie 
Standard thall be rejeéted as being unwor- 
thy of approbation ; and that the feveral 
members of this affociation, ia confenting 
to unite with this body, do openly de- 
clare allegiance to the government of 
God only and difavow and renounce al- 
legiance to every other. 


ALLEGIANCE (or oliness) TO THE LORD. 





